About the U.S. National Academy of Engineering, 

the Japan Science and Technology Agency, and 
the Engineering Academy of Japan, 

U.S. National Academy of Engineering (NAE)                                                                  www.nae.edu.

The National Academy of Engineering is a private organization established in 1964 under the congressional charter originally granted to the National Academy of Sciences (NAS).  For over 135 years, the National Academy of Sciences has provided independent, objective, scientific advice to the nation.  Today, the National Academies consists of four entities:  the National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, the Institute of Medicine (IOM), and the National Research Council (NRC).  The NRC, jointly administered by the NAS and the NAE, is the operating arm of the NAS, NAE, and IOM.  More than 4,800 of the nation’s most distinguished leaders in science, engineering, medicine, and related fields have been selected by their peers to be members of the Academies and the Institute.  These individuals and other experts serve on the hundreds of study committees active at any point in time.  The NAE has about 2,000 members.  In addition to supporting the work of the NRC and other elements of the National Academies, NAE conducts activities of special interest to engineers through its independent program.  The Frontiers of Engineering program falls under this category of work.  
The Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)                                                           www.jst.go.jp
The Japan Science and Technology Corporation was founded on October 1, 1996, through the integration of two organizations, the Japan Information Center of Science and Technology (JICST) and the Research Development Corporation of Japan (JRDC).  JST is a key organization for implementing policies of the Science and Technology Agency (STA), at present, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).  JICST was mainly engaged in dissemination of the information related to science and technology, while JRDC was primarily involved in the promotion of basic research, technology development and transfer, and promotion of research exchange.  In addition to continuing and further developing the activities of these two organizations, JST has objectives to provide an adequate foundation for enhancing Japan’s science and technology and to promote the development of cutting-edge and innovative research in line with the Basic Law of Science and Technology enacted and promulgated on November 15, 1995, and the Science and Technology Basic Plan decided by the Cabinet in May 1996.  On October 1, 2003, the Japan Science and Technology Corporation was reorganized into an independent administrative institution called the "Japan Science and Technology Agency" under the leadership of governmental plans to reorganize and integrate special public corporations.  .
Engineering Academy of Japan (EAJ)                                                                              www.eaj.or.jp
The Engineering Academy of Japan was formed in 1987.  Like the NAE, it is a private, non-governmental organization dedicated to furthering the advancement of engineering and involvement in important technology policy questions of the day.  EAJ has approximately 600 members, who are elected by their peers and hold leading positions in the Japanese technical community.  In 1998, EAJ was reorganized as the Engineering Academy of Japan, Inc. with the Prime Minister’s permission.  
