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G R E G O RY S . VA S S E L L
1921–2016
Elected in 1980
“Contributions in the field of electric energy supply, both as
to its technical features and its societal implications.”
BY JAMES J. MARKOWSKY

G

REGORY S. VASSELL, who promoted the development of
AEP’s extra-high-voltage transmission system, including the
765KV network, now the nation’s largest, died November 3,
2016, at the age of 94 in Dublin, Ohio.
He was born December 24, 1921, in Moscow. In 1930 he and
his parents escaped the Soviet Union, and in 1951 he earned an
advanced degree in electrical engineering from the Technical
University of Berlin-Charlottenburg, Germany. Shortly thereafter, he emigrated to the United States, where he began his
career as an assistant engineer at the American Electric Power
Service Corporation (AEP) in New York City. He earned an
MBA from New York University in 1954 and became a US citizen in 1957.
At AEP Greg advanced through the engineering levels in
the 1950s and 1960s to become assistant vice president in 1968,
vice president of system planning in 1973, and senior vice president in 1976, eventually relocating to Ohio. He also served on
the AEP board of directors (1973–87). He retired from AEP at
the end of 1987 but continued to work as an independent consultant, arbitrator, and mediator until 2001, when he retired a
second time, at age 81.
During his career he was responsible for formulating plans
for the construction of thousands of miles of high-voltage and
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extra-high-voltage transmission lines as well as the location of
many major power plants throughout the Midwestern United
States. For his substantial contributions in transmission engineering, AEP named a 765/345/138 kilovolt (KV) “super” station in Sunbury, Ohio, after him.
He published many technical papers and articles in professional journals in the United States and abroad. He also
delivered a number of talks and lectures on various aspects
of power system planning and operation in general, and on
extra-high-voltage transmission planning, generating capacity reserve planning, pumped-storage hydro planning, electric
bulk power supply reliability, power plant siting, load forecasting, generating capacity efficiency and reliability, and the
structure of the electric utility industry.
In addition, he testified before congressional committees
and state legislatures and appeared on innumerable occasions
as an expert witness before the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC; and its predecessor, the Federal Power
Commission), the Securities and Exchange Commission, and
state regulatory commissions.
Greg was active in national and international efforts concerning power generation and transmission. His analysis of
the cause of the 1965 blackout1 led to his participation in the
founding of the East Central Area Reliability Coordination
Agreement. He served on the Federal Power Commission
Technical Advisory Committee on Transmission (1970);
National Power Survey (chair, System Aspects Subcommittee)
(1968–70); US delegations to the Soviet Union to study extrahigh-voltage transmission facilities (1972) and to study the
design, construction, and operation of large electric generating
plants (1973), both under the US-USSR Exchange Agreement;
FERC Task Force on Power Pooling (1980–81); and Atlantic
Late in the afternoon of November 9, 1965, a design failure in a protective setting at a single power station triggered a cascade effect that disrupted the electricity supply for more than 30 million people over 80,000
square miles in Ontario, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, and Vermont. The
outage lasted 13 hours in some places.
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Council of the United States/World Energy Conference Study
Group on Energy in Less Developed Countries (1984–86). He
was a member of the International Council on Large Electric
Systems (CIGRE) and an alternate representative on the US
national committee (USNC) for the World Energy Conference.
He also served on the National Research Council’s Committees on National Communications Systems Initiatives (1982–84)
and on Electric Energy Systems (1985–86) as well as the NAE’s
Electrical/Nuclear Power Engineering Peer Committee (1985–
87) and Membership Committee (1986–87).
In 1978 he was elected a fellow of the Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) for his contribution “to the
planning of reliable and economic electric power systems,” and
two years later he was elected to the NAE. In 1995 he received
CIGRE USNC’s Philip Sporn Award, which is presented for
“career contributions to the advancement of the concept of
system integration in the theory, design, and/or operation of
large, high-voltage electric systems in the United States.”
He traveled frequently, both professionally and as a tourist.
He appreciated the contributions of the world’s cultures and
made an effort to enrich himself with these. He attended the
ballet and symphony and visited museums as often as possible. He was an avid reader, particularly of world history, and
loved to immerse himself in a new book about a past empire,
political event, or eminent statesman.
He swam regularly and enjoyed walks in the park and,
when possible, on South Carolina beaches. In his later years
he maintained his walking regimen, but permitted himself to
take frequent breaks to watch rustling squirrels, playing children, or swooping birds, or to greet a neighborhood dog or
smell a flower. Many will remember him as a strolling gentleman, quick with a friendly smile.
Greg was brilliant. He loved his family. He was a kind man
and is greatly missed.
He was predeceased in 2008 by his wife of 49 years, Martha
Elizabeth Williams Vassell. He is survived by daughter Laura
Kay Vassell, son Thomas Gregory Vassell, and several extended
family members in the United States and Europe.
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